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drying too fast, and so permits more freedom to experiment with different ideas. I
have substituted linseed oil for glycerin,
but, of course, the linseed oil is somewhat
"smelly."
For coloring we have substituted ordinary garden clay after it has been made into "soup" and strained, and then partially
dried, so that it does not thin the mixture
too much. Bluing and vegetable cooking
coloring have also been used but not so
successfully. The darker colors are better
as they show more contrast with the paper.
In making the thick flour starch, heat a
kettle of water to boiling temperature. Prepare a flour paste in a bowl or cup by adding cold water to the flour, a little at a time,
and stirring to remove all lumps. When this
paste is smooth, pour it into the boiling
water very slowly, stirring the water vigorously as you pour. If not thick enough,
add more flour paste. The mixture should
be the consistency of a hot custard or, when
cooled, about like mayonnaise dressing.
One tablespoon of flour to one cup of water
is about right for the amounts. Strain
starch before using.
You may find that more than one tablespoon of coloring will be necessary, as you
need enough coloring to contrast well with
the paper. This winter we have been using
the light brown wrapping paper which
comes around packages from the hardware
store. It can be bought in large rolls, or
often by the yard from such rolls. The
lighter it is the better, of course. It has a
nice smooth and slick surface and so resists
the rubbing better.
When the mixture is put on the paper,
rub and pat with the palms of the hand to
get it well "loosened up."
Remember to sprinkle the paper lightly
before putting on paint, if it seems dry in
many places. It can also be sprinkled while
working with it, if it dries too much.
You know, of course, that Binney and
Smith Company, New York, sell both the
paper and the paint for finger painting.
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Their paper has a nice glaze, and stands up
under much experimentation with ideas better than newsprint or the water color paper
which has been used sometimes.
It helps in identifying work if each child
signs his name on the back of his sheet befort wetting it in the pan of water.
I sincerely hope this helps you to achieve
desirable results. Finger painting is a lot of
fun for both grown-ups and children. 1
sent some finger-painted Christmas cards
this year, and also received a beautiful one
that had been printed from an original.
With all good wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,
Grace Margaret Palmer
THE READING TABLE
The Education of H*y*M*A*N K*a*p*l*a*n.
By Leonard Q. Ross. New York; Harcourt,
Brace & Co. 1937. 176 pp. $1.50.
With its enveloping atmosphere of the
schoolroom and its problem pupil, this really
funny book will delight the teacher, and assure him a chuckle on every page.
To read of the intellectual adventures and
mishaps of any foreign-born student in the
American Night Preparatory School for
Adults would be, no doubt, a humorous experience. But the author, Leonard Q. Ross
—who is really Leo Calvin Rosten, himself
Polish-born and a former teacher in a city
night school—has done more than lead us
through such thrilling and embarrassing
victories and defeats; he has created a character not only comical, but lovable.
Mr. Kaplan's name should be starred. He
himself is a star—an honor won not by A's,
but by his logical approach to the language,
his unfailing effort and interest, his perpetual smile. With a Micawber-like flourish, the undaunted Mr. Kaplan after every
unsuccessful attempt with the "vagaries of
our native idiom" tackles the subject once
again with hope beaming from his ruddy
countenance. Like Falstaff's, Mr. Kaplan's
effervescence never fails to effervesce.
Expressing approval by the use of "Hau
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Kay"; prefacing many of his remarks with
the phrase "ufcawss" ; calling the colon two
periods; comparing adjectives: "cold, colder, zero" ; "good, better, high-class" ; "bad,
worse, rotten," or conjugating a verb: "die,
dead, funeral"; declaring that his wife,
Sarah, "avery mornink she got op six
o'clock, no matter vat time it vas"; discussing Julius Scissor by Jakesbeer; or doing or
saying whatever else, Mr. Kaplan never
fails to "soprize" us—and amuse us.
Mr. Kaplan is prepared for every emergency or, shall I say, equipped thoroughly.
In his outer pocket he carries two fountain
pens, and on his tongue, ready for every
possible offense, is his ever courteous "I
back you podden."
Mr. Kaplan's capacity for love is seen in
his own statement: "So I love to smellink
de flowers, like Moskovitz said, I love to
breedink de frash air. Mostly, I love to
hear the boids sinking." Even in the postscript to his final examination he writes:
"ps. I don't care if I don't pass, I love the
class."
Nancy Byed Ruebush
Men and Moments. Edited by DeLancey Ferguson. New York: Cordon Co. 1938. 414 pp.
$2.00.
That students in introductory courses in
narrative writing may not be handicapped,
fearing they cannot create writing comparable to the fictitious narrative found in the
usual anthology, the compiler has here assembled selections from fifty-two authors—
all of them about real people and events
that really happened. The collection is what
the sub-title claims for it; a textbook of
"living narratives."
The selections are classified under these
headings: People, Action, Atmosphere,
Point of View, and Experiments in Creative Writing. The last section, of only
fifteen pages, offers many sound suggestions. The section titled Point of View contains nineteen passages showing eight persons or episodes as explained by different
writers. Thus the student compares W. D.
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Howell's account of the famous Atlantic
Monthly dinner (when Mark Twain jested
at the New England deities, Emerson,
Longfellow, and Holmes) with Mark
Twain's own recollections of the same incident.
The whole collection is fresh, invigorating, stimulating.
C. T. L.
Detroit Beginning First Grade Intelligence
Test. (Set of 25 tests for $1,10 includes Manual, Key, and Record.) Yonkers-on-Hudson,
N. Y.: World Book Company. 1937.
A revision of the widely-used former
test of the same name. The norms of this
test are based upon research with 10,000
beginners in the Detroit system and are
expressed in a five-point scale of abilities
for purposes of classification into fast and
slower moving groups.
The test consists of a series of exercises
using pictures of common objects which are
to be marked in certain ways entirely by
spoken directions. No reading or writing is
required. The exercises vary one from another so as to indicate types of ability; and
the different items in each exercise grow
progressively more difficult so as to locate
the stronger pupils.
P. H.
Otis Quick-Scoring Mental Ability Tests.
Alpha, Beta, Gamma Tests for Primary, Intermediate, and High School or College. Alternate Forms A and B. Set of 25 tests for 90
cents. Specimen set 15 cents. Yonkers-on-Hudsou, N. Y.: World Book Company. 1937.
Another of a long series of tests by this
author and publisher. This number is really
an extension of the popular Otis Self-Administering.
The test is essentially self-administering,
needing only distribution of materials and
study of directions ahead of a timed work
period. A scoring stencil with perforations
over correct answers is used. The scorer
needs only to count marks showing through
holes in the key to get total.
The same principle of quick scoring is
carried through all levels of these tests,
but the advanced test can be adapted to
machine scoring. The quick-scoring feature
should prove very popular.
P. H.
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Laboratory and Workbook Units in Chemistry.
By Maurice U. Ames and Bernard Jaffe. New
York; Silver Burdett Company. 1937.
The authors have gotten out two styles of
this work: one a bound book of 255 pages,
the other a detachable-leaf paper-cover
notebook. The contents are the same, although the arrangement is a trifle different.
For use in high schools this publication
has many very desirable features. Worthy
of especial mention are the section on chemical calculation, all too often neglected in
teaching chemistry in the high school, and a
section on chemical equations.
The "observation and questions on experiments," and the "conclusions" are statements or questions of the "supply-theword" type. But there are supplementary
exercises and optional questions of the conventional type, which an instructor can use
to advantage.
All in all, this book is worthy of the consideration of every high school teacher of
chemistry seeking a workable, up-to-date
workbook in the subject.
H. G. Pickett
Crime and the Community. By Frank Tannenbaum. New York: Ginn and Company. 1938.
Pp. 487.
This is an unusual book. It offers no
panacea to one of society's really difficult
problems. It does not suggest that because
some foreign country of very different tradition has solved it better, we can apply
ready-made that solution. Drawing upon
the concept of society and especially of
American democracy as proposed by such
thinkers as Dewey and Veblen, the author,
who is especially well equipped from his
knowledge of history and society and from
his practical experience, holds that nothing
short of a profound change in the American community can change the crime situation, either as to its character or its quantity.
In a series of striking pictures, well
backed by concrete illustrations, he takes
about half of his book to portray the "Crim-
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inal Pattern." This ought to be read by
every person engaged in religious or educational, as well as social, work. The remaining two sections are more technical—
"Administration of Criminal Justice" and
"Punitive Processes"—but they are equally
illuminating. The author's major conclusion
is that we have neither found any solution
as to punishment, or as to reform, and must
start from scratch in any further analysis
and study of this problem. This book will
have a definite place in college courses, in
social studies, and education, where teachers are interested in having students deal
with the realities of contemporary life.
W. J. Gifford
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
A new plan which will allow students at
Harrisonburg to earn the Bachelor of
Science degree without preparation for
teaching, and which will expand the courses
in commerce at this college was recently
approved by the State Board of Education,
when it adopted a motion that all four of
the State Teachers Colleges be placed on
a parity in respect to curricula.
Minimum requirements in session hours
were set up for the different degrees with
the exception of home economics which was
not changed.
The new requirements will appear in the
spring catalogue. Students now in college
will complete designated courses and obtain
degrees as planned, unless they find it more
advantageous to change.
The four-year course for elementary
school teachers given at this college has
been recognized by the State Department of
Education of the University of New York.
The certificate in this course is therefore
valid for teaching the common branches in
the elementary schools of New York state..
The Bachelor of Science degree in Home
Economics and the four-year elementary
course are the only ones so approved, no

